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cent  of  South  Africa’s  poor,  with  the  majority  of  those  households  headed  by  or 
containing only women.  In  those areas, only 7 per  cent of households have access  to 
flush toilets, 11 per cent to electricity, 5 per cent to garbage collection. […] Inequality is 












































































































Province  2003  2004  2005  2006  2007 
Coast  0.9  0.93  0.98  0.98  0.91 
Central  1.01  1  0.99  1  0.96 
Eastern  1  1  0.99  0.99  0.99 
Nairobi   1.14  1.14  1.04  1.11  1.02 
Rift Valley  0.98  0.97  0.97  0.98  0.96 
Western  0.96  0.98  0.95  0.95  1 
Nyanza  0.99  0.99  0.99  0.99  1 
North Eastern  0.62  0.63  0.71  0.73  0.63 




























































































Most Kenyan officials in the Ministry felt that questions about gender were not their remit, as a special 
desk for gender had been established: 
You see the ministry of education has a gender desk that addresses the wider issues… the 




























You  know  the  one  risk  you  run  with  too  much  emphasis  on  gender  issues,  is  generally 
speaking, issues like this would be taken more in more well resourced areas and what then 
happens is you get a lot of attention on women who are in well‐to‐do sectors of society and 







































































there is balance. If the head boy is a boy then the assistant is a girl. If the game captain is a 
boy, then we have a girl assisting, so we balance 







Similarly in South Africa, the head teacher interpreted gender – and the gender policy - as being 
about quotas – or numbers of men and women in different positions:  
 you know, actually, we do hear about the gender policy. It’s like a quota in sport. Let’s take for 
instance in cricket or rugby when people are saying ‘no let’s do this, let’s do this’ even though 
there is a policy which says there must be this and this. [For example] people who are 








experience of poverty might cement this. The researchers at the Kenyan school noted that the girls 
were responsible for mopping classroom floors whilst the boys fetch water. The head teacher said 
that this was because:  
the girls prefer to clean and they say “Mwalimu, let us clean so that we can go home early 
because when the boys clean they are not as fast as we are   
When asked about girls’ roles and responsibilities within the home that may hinder their performance 
in school the Kenyan headmaster explained “culturally we tend to see and train a girl at an early stage 
in those (home) responsibilities more than the boys. They even come without noticing.” 
Similarly in the South African school, it was clear that girls and boys were expected to carry out 
different duties, which was explained by the head teacher as something that happens “naturally”: 
You know in our culture (I don’t know if it’s a black culture or what) where you find in olden 
days where you find a man go to the veld to look after the fold and then the female person 
used to collect the wood in order to make a fire at home. Same applies to here. Even we don’t 
apply that method but it happens naturally.  
there is a difference between a boy and a girl when it comes to cleaning. It’s like cooking. I 
can cook. I cook. But only to find a lady can cook better than me because I’m not trained to do 
that. But naturally a female person can do better things than me when it comes to cooking 




























The SGB has long had parents who do not support the school in its running in that they do not 
positively guide their children given that the school is in a slum. 
Single mothers were singled out for particular criticism, with a strong discourse around notions of 
“morality” or respectability: 




No one motivates such children to attend school so they go and start working then the 










phones, and go out with friends rather than look after their children. While these condemnations 
stand in contrast to interviews with women and girls who came from households where the grant was 
received and where there was evidence that the grant had given women the capacity to buy food and 
provide for households, the level of antipathy towards them by teachers and school communities 
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